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Ode to Solitude 
 

Alexander Pope(1688-1744) 

  

Pope belongs to the neoclassical age or Augustan age in the history of English literature. 

Generally the period between1700-1740 is considered as the neo – classical or Augustan age. It 

was also known as the Age of Reason. The major figures of this period were Dr. Samuel 

Johnson, John Dryden, Jonathan Swift, Samuel Richardson, and Alexander Pope. 

 This age wasknown as the neo classical age because the major poets and writer of this 

period were highly influenced by classical Greek & Roman Poets as well critics and for them 

poetry was just a matter of rules of literature. This period is also known as the Augustan period 

since these poetsand writers tried to imitate the style of poetry by the great classical poet Ovoid 

who belongs to the first century A.D. when there was the rule of the Roman emperor Augustus 

hence this age is also known as the Augustan period.  These poets and writers believedthat poetry 

is the matter of intelligence or reasonhence the age is also known as the age of reason. 

 Alexander Pope was mainly a satirical writer. He had written many satirical works like 

‘The Rape of the Lock’.  Pope was also an important critic of the Neo-Classical age of English 

literature. He had written some important critical essays like ‘Essay on Man’, ‘Essay on 

Criticism’, ‘Dunciad’. 

 The present poem “Ode toSolitude” is a good example of the pastoral, lyrical poetry. As 

the title suggests, the poem is about solitude that is   loneliness. For the poet solitude is a kind of 

blessing. Here in this poem the poet wishes for solitude because he wants to be away from all 

thedisturbances and toils of the ordinary world. The poet just wants to be free andalone, away 

from the busy urban world so as to enjoy the solitude and happiness of thepeacefulatmosphere of 

the country side.   

 The poem consists of five stanzas which are Quartets (a stanza of four lines).The rhyming 

pattern for all the stanzasis ‘abab’. The poet expresses his love of solitude and a simple way of 

life with the help of various images from the rural life.  

 In the first stanza the poet is talking about his idea of happiness. According to him the 

person whose responsibility is limited only to a few acres of land that are inherited from the 

forefathers isa happy person.He can live a satisfactory life since the person has the freedom of 

breathing the native air that is leading a carefree life on his own land. 

 In the second stanza there are twoimages like hearth, field, flocks, and trees.The poet uses 

these images from the life of the country side to describe his love of a simple and happy life.  

According to the poet the person is happy when he gets milk from his own cattle, food from his 

own fields, clothes from his own sheep as well as timber from the trees that provide him shelter 

in summer and fire in winter. Such a person, according to the poet is a gifted and blessed one. 

This kind of a person can spend life in a very easy and comfortable way. This man also has the 

gift of health of body and peace of mind that is a rare thing in this busy world. 

 In the fourth stanza the poet is expressing his dream of a beautiful life. In this ideal life 

the poet feels that one should be able to have sound sleep during night and the days must be spent 

in study, reading, combined with some kind of recreation activity. The poet also talks about the 

need of meditation- seriousreflection for a happy life. 



Optional English Paper VII Semester IV Study of Poetry- Odes and Ballads 

KarunaDeshmukh  
 

 In the last stanza the poet expresses his ultimate wish of life that is to die a peaceful death 

which will be unlamented byand unknown to the word. He wants to live unseenand unknown by 

the world.  

 In this way it’s a simple poem about the need for solitude in one’s life. 

 

 


